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Abstract 

News headlines suggest that sea-level rise may wipe out entire islands and threatens millions of people 
living in low-lying areas. And indeed according to the current scientific literature, sea-levels may rise 
substantially due to climate change, with a global mean sea-level rises of 2 meter or more being possible 
(but unlikely) during this century. Other studies suggest that protecting densely populated coastal areas 
against sea-level rise is technologically feasible and highly cost-efficient, even under substantial sea-level 
rise. Again other studies suggest that the main barriers in coastal adaptation do not stem from a lack of 
technological options or a lack of economic efficiency, but rather from institutional barriers related to 
the public good aspects of coastal adaption and associated conflicting stakeholders' interests. This paper 
explores technological, economic and institutional dimensions of coastal adaption by drawing upon a 
couple of ongoing case studies from diverse contexts. Each case study is analyzed in terms of each 
dimension and conclusions for future research priorities are drawn. 
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